Appendix J:  Promotions

With the exception of your initial promotion from PVT to PV2, advancements in the Army are not automatic.  Your chain of command will promote you or recommend you for promotion on the basis of your performance and increasing competency in your MOS.

Promotion to PV2: A private will be advanced to PV2 after completing six months of service (barring any adverse legal actions).  Local commanders may recognize outstanding performance by promoting privates to PV2 after only four months.  This is done by employing a promotion waiver.  These waivers are limited in number and only available to the very best soldiers.

Promotion to PFC: Commanders may promote PV2s with 12 months of time in service and four months time in grade to Private First Class (E3). Waivers are also available for PFC with as few as six months time in service and two months time in grade.

Promotion to Specialist: A PFC is eligible for promotion to specialist with 26 months time in service and 6 months time in grade.  Commanders may promote outstanding performers to SPC with a waiver at as few as 18 months time in service and 6 months time in grade.

Once you reach the rank of SPC, you must go before a local promotion board to gain eligibility for advancement to the rank of Sergeant.  The promotion board tests you on 
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a number of items including leadership competency, basic soldier knowledge and skills, oral communication skills, and personal appearance, bearing, and self confidence.

If you succeed at the promotion board, your NCO Support Channel will recommend you for promotion and, based on an Army-wide point system, you will advance to Sergeant when you have met the “Promotion Point Cutoff” for your MOS.
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